RAY DIRECTED KEVIN TO rrGiatc: 


ness. Whatis a "Crimethinc."? 


> £ A spectre is haunting the world today: the spectre of crimethink, 
fand the underground front which heralds it. In every corporate wash- 
^ room, on every street corner, under every roof from the ghettoes to 
the suburbs you can hear the whispers: “What is this CrimethInc.? 
yd. Who are they? What do they want?” 
These questions can be approached, if not answered. CrimethInc. 
is significant for what it is not: it is not a membership organization. It 
is not an elitist vanguard that purports to lead the masses out of dark- . 
ness to salvation—experience has shown a thousand times that such p 
parties are the social forces that create masses. And it is not a Move- 
ment, either: for such things only exist as a part of history, and as such 4. 
are subject to its laws—gestation, ascendance, decline. As crimethink 
| is a force that exists beneath the currents of history, outside the chain 
| of events, Crimethlnc. is the first stirrings of a revolt that will take us 
j all out of history. 
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| (ge These gangs are highly organized, N | الېبا‎ s 
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BUT SHORTLY AFTER, 
AS I WATCHED FROM THE 
SHADOWS, 1 SAW... 


black and white or blue and white, with sirens and flashing red 
and bine lights. 
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THAT NIGHT RICKY 0 


KEVIN WERE THERE AND 


$0 WAS TOMMY CoRK 
MR. CORK'S NEPHEW! 


THAT HE CouLD 
JOIN OUR SECRET CLUB? 
IF HE PASSED "THE TEST? 
==" TO PASS TOMMY 
HAD TO DO 100 SIT-UPS 
IN HIS UNDERWEAR 
WITH HIS EYES CLOSED, 
TOMMY FELL For IT, 


= eere - 


. Ais for "سوه‎ 
BI B is for the Bourgeoisie 


RICKY TOLD Tommy - C Í Sole 
. D is for Death, and for Domestication 


. F is for Freedom 
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C is for Capitalism, and for Culture ` 


G is for Gender 
H is for History, for Hygiene, and for Hypocrisy VS 
I is for Identity, for Ideology, and for Image U 
L is for Love 

M is for their Media, for Movement, and for Myth ۲ 


S is for Sex, and for Space 


FAGS, BUT IF 
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OO T. 


«MR, CORK QUETLY 
LEAVE! HE THANKED 
RICKY FoR A VERY 
GOOD SHOW. 
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۷۵ ON WE WENT, OBEYING RICKY'S 


ENE ORDERS. SOON WE WERE ; š ana. : # , > BE RICKY KEPT TELLING US To 
; E Th fs p ; DO THINGS To TOMMY. IT 


; = GOT REAL HORNY AND PRE- 


RMED LIKE A TRAINED DOG, 


Sw. if [^ hungry, 
| and have no [m każ 


So, to protect ourselves from the superstitions of the moralists 


Band the trickery of the evangelists, let us be done with the idea of 


moral law. Let us step forward into a new era, in which we will make 


_ values of our own rather than accepting moral laws out of fear and 
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i vive, where I am surrounded by forces beyond my control or compr 
| | i . sip on - ۳٠ | hension that obviously are not concerned about my needs = welfar 
| یی د‎ ii 2 | it'i t a little piece of the world for myself—to a. 

lifted and constraints escaped, that it Is a way to Carve out a little p 


back'upon a world that acts so much upon me. 
m — 1 walk out of a corporate ws Te 7 an entirely different sensation than the one I feel when I bi 
store with their products in my pock- 


۱ RZE rethi ing, I’ i de; I’m offe 
; , something. When I pay for something, I'm making a trade; 
D d mé ng ی‎ r: p AP ing the money that I bought with my labor, my time, and my creati 

I ti نود‎ nadie aes den sir — _„_ ity for a product or service that the corporation wouldn't share wi: 


-- ۱ b 
مد و منم‎ E seb ? In a love relationship, conversely, people usually think of themselves as 
docet M pay for the minimum I need to sur- efiting from giving to others, and vice versa. —— 


[es 
IM Ae ° €, 
me under any other circumstance 


based on violence: we negotiate 


i 

Everything changes when I shoplift. I’m no longer negotiating 
` with faceless, inhuman entities that have no concern for my welfare; 
instead, I’m taking what I need without giving anything up. I no longer 
feel like I am being forced into an exchange, and I no longer feel as if ^4 
4 I have no control over the way the world around me dictates my life. E. = 
[Ino longer have to worry about whether the pleasure I receive from کچ کن‎ — * — 
the book I purchased was equal to the two hours of labor it cost me tob e e 
` be able to afford it. In these and a thousand other ways, shoplifting * 
i be on ud Ms a. sy 

` makes me feel liberated and empowered. Let’s examine what shoplift- 
ing has to offer as an alternative way of consuming. 3 

The shoplifter wins her prize by taking risks, not by exchanging a 
a piece of her life for it, Life for her is not something that must be sold 
— away for seven or eight dollars an hour in return for survival; it is 
something that is hers because she takes it for herself, because she 
~ lays claim to it. In stark contrast to the law-abiding consumer, the 
means by which she acquires goods is as exciting as the goods them- 

_ Selves; and this means is also, in many ways, more praiseworthy. 

Shoplifting is a refusal of the exchange economy. It is a denial 
that people deserve to eat, live, and die based on how effectively they 
are able to exchange their labor and capital with others. It is a denial 


that a monetary value can be ascribed to everything, that having a ! 
| aff the ob- 


piece of elictous chocolate in your : 


Shoplifting says NU to 
jectionable features that have come to 
characterize the modern corporation. 
It is an expression of discontent with 
the low wages and lack of benefits that 
so many exploiting corporations force 
their employees to suffer in the name 
of company profits. It is a refusal to 
pay for low quality products that have 
been designed to break or wear out 


products and building new stores 
refusal to support the corporatic 
that run private, local businesses ir 
a- -— —À ; a refusal to accept t 
| ٩ ۱ ۵ 


mouth is worth exactly fifty cents or 
that an hour of one person's life can 
really be worth ten dollars more than 
that of another person. It is a refusal 
to accept the capitalist system, in 
which workers have to buy back the 
products of their own labor at a profit 
to the owners of capital, who get them 
coming and going. 


soon in order to force consumers 
buy more. It is a refusal to fund 
environmental damage that so m: 
corporations perpetrate heartlessly 
the course of manufacturing th 


| | ۱ i — م116‎ shoplifter attacks the cyni- 
| murder of animals in the meat and cal mind control tactics of modern 


z. Awa p z advertising. Today's commercials, 
aid سوه‎ ibitercs. Shoot. billboards, even the floor-layouts 
ing makes a statement don the = Pa sss so pi 
disi ډور‎ d designed by psychologists to ma- 

IcnsHon os the Modern consumer. nipulate potential consumers into 


If we are not able to find or afford / purchasing products. Corporations 


any products other than these, that carry out extensive advertising cam- 
were made a thousand miles from IN F- p XN 


us and about which we can know paigns to insinuate their exhortations to consumption into every mind 
nothing," it asserts, "then we refuse and even work to make their products into status symbols that people 
to pay for these." from some walks of society eventually must own in order to be ac- 
corded respect. Faced with this kind of manipulation, the law-abiding 
consumer has two choices: either to come up with the money to pur- 
chase these products by selling his life away as a wage laborer, or to go 
without and possibly invite public ridicule as well as private frustra- 
tion. The shoplifter creates a third choice of her own: she takes the 
products she has been conditioned to desire without paying for chem, 
so the corporations themselves must pay for all of their propagandiz- 


TEM 


I ing and mind control tactics. 
| E | ۲۳۸۵ سر د‎ 
1 Shoplifting is the most effective protest against all these objec- > 
| tionable attributes of modern corporations because it is not merely / 
theoretical—it is practical, it involves action. Verbal protests can be / 
raised to irresponsible business practices without ever having any solid 
\ effect, but shoplifting is intrinsically damaging these corporations at f 
1 n the same time as it (however covertly) demonstrates dissatisfaction. ; 
f It is better than a boycott, because not only does it cost the corpora- A 
^ tion money rather than just denying it profit, it also means that the 
shoplifter is still able to obtain the products, which she may need to 0 
survive. And in these days when so many corporations are intercon- Gl NS 
\ = WAN nected, and so many multinationals are involved in unaccepta 
A 6 tivity, shoplifting is a generalized protest: it is a refusal to put ar 
b O 0 0 into the economy at all, so the shoplifter can be sure that none 
A 0 cash will ever end up in the hands of the corporations she disap 
: Sa N 9 a SIS) of. In addition to that, she will have to work less for them, as \ 
But what about the people in the Corporations? What about their > TON \\ 7 N ` ` 
welfare? First of all, corporations are distinct from traditional private 2 NS 
businesses in that they exist as separate financial entities from their 
owners. So the shoplifter is stealing from a non-human entity, not 
directly from the pocket of a human being. Second, since so many 
| workers are paid set wages (minimum wage, for example) that depend سر‎ 
more on how little the corporation can get away with paying rather z 
than on how much profit it is making, the shoplifter is not really hurt- BZ 
ing most of the workforce at any given company either. The stock- 
| | holders, who are almost always far richer than your average thief, are oo 
' the ones who stand to lose a little if the company suffers significant ^ 
| | losses; but realistically, no campaign of shoplifting could be intense 
n enough to force any of the wealthy individuals who profit from these 


7] companies into poverty. Besides, modern corporations have money 
) ra È 
= set aside for shoplifting losses, because they anticipate them. That's 
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they are willing to continue doi nis way ev‏ هم 
q - y are A ng to continue doing business in this way even when they‏ 3" 
aware how many people it alienates, they should not be surprised‏ € | 


۱ that people continue stealing from them. 
N [LM mp Se به پک په‎ 
—— - لا‎ 
> ۱ And as or the myth that shoplifting drives prices up for consum- 
4 ers: EM don't think the prices you're paying are actually determined E 
5 just by the costs of making and distributing the products, do you? اک‎ 
s= these corporations are charging you as much as they think the ag 
سح‎ > 1 y 
WA fee 7/7 > 2 me 
⁄ can get away with. The market, not their expenses, determines the 
Z prices. If the money they set aside for shoplifting losses doesn't gt Ni 
used, the owners are more likely to keep it for themselves or invest it 
: in opening more shops (and thus running more independent businesses N 
NM out of the market) than to share any of it with their much poorer | 
NSEE | | ۱/۸۱۱/۸۲7 
N employees, let alone pass it along to the consumer in decreased prices. | 


If enough products were shoplifted from a corporate store that they £ 
i pi 
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“ had to raise their prices, that would drive customers out of their Ë 


clutches and into less globally harmful local shops, ed وسين‎ 
5 : 
` sound so bad; a ` 1 \ \ \ AS a FO en 
2 Shoplifting is more than a way to survive in the cutthroat compe- po 
tition of the “free market" and protest corporate injustices. It is also a 
' different orientation to the world and life in general. 


ma o. o enn 
<i EW | == 
The shoplifter makes do with an environment that has been con- 
quered by capitalism and industry, where everything has become pri- 
ys vate property and there is no longer a natural world from which to سح‎ 
£ gather resources, without accepting it or the absurd way of life it en- 
tails. She takes her life into her own hands by applying an ancient 
> method to the problem of modern survival: she lives by urban hunt- 
‘ing and gathering. In this way she is able to live much as her distant 
ancestors did before the world was subjugated by technology, imperi-: 
' alism, and the irrational demands of the “free” market; and she can. ` 
find the same challenges and rewards in her work, rewards that are — ` 
lost to the rest of us today. For her, the world is as dangerous and as} 
exciting as it was to prehistoric humanity: every day she is in new: 
situations, confronting new risks, living by her wits in a conie 
changing environment. For the law-abiding consumer, chances are that 
every day at work is similar to the last one, and danger is as sorely ga =* us 
lacking in life as meaning and purpose are. WE. Z: : 
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To shoplift is to affirm immediat ; 
S over abstract “ethics” and other such ethereal constructs, most 0 


7 which are left over from a deceased Christianity anyway. Shoplifting 
divests the commodity (and the marketplace in general) of the mythi- 
eems to have to control the lives of consumers . when 
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e, bodily desires (such as hunger) j 


cal power it s 
> | 
commodities are seized by force, they show themselves for what they 
MA. are: merely resources that have been held by force by these corpora- 
> tions at the expense of everyone else. Shoplifting places us back in 
^: the physical world, where things are real, where things are nothing 
more than their physical characteristics (weight, taste, ease of acqui- 
= sition) and are not invested with superstitious qualities such as “mar- 
ket value” and “profit margin.” It forces us to take risks and experi- 
ence life firsthand again. Perhaps shoplifting alone will not be able to 
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` a meantime it is one of the best forms of protest and self-empower- ) 
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There would be 57 Asians, 21 Europeans, 14 fran the Western 
Hemisphere (North and South) and 8 Africans. 


| 51 would be female; 49 would be male; 
70: would be norwhite; 30 white. 
Zu 70 would be non-christian; 30 Christian. 
۲۲ 50% of the entire world's wealth would be in the hands 
Sj of only 6 people and all 6 would be citizens of the United States. 
Ë 80 would live in substandard housing. 
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